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DISCLAIMER AND/OR LEGAL NOTICES: 

 

The information presented herein represents the view of the author as of the date of 

publication. Because of the rate with which conditions change on and off the internet, the 

author reserves the right to alter and update their opinion based on the new conditions. This 

ebook is for informational purposes only. While every attempt has been made to verify the 

information provided in this report, neither the author nor their affiliates/partners assume 

any responsibility for errors, inaccuracies or omissions. Any slights of people or 

organizations are unintentional. If advice concerning legal or related matters is needed, the 

services of a fully qualified professional should be sought. This report is not intended for use 

as a source of legal or accounting advice. You should be aware of any laws which govern 

business transactions or other business practices in your country and state.  

 

There are no guarantees of income that can be made with the techniques included in this 

eBook. Readers are cautioned to use their own judgment about their individual 

circumstances and to act accordingly. 

 

This eBook contains hyperlinks to websites and information created and maintained by other 

individuals and organizations. The Author does not control or guarantee the accuracy, 

completeness, relevance, or timeliness of any information or privacy policies posted on 

these linked websites. You should assume that all references to products and services in this 

eBook are made because material connections exist between the Author and the 

providers of the mentioned products and services (“Provider”). You should also assume that 

all hyperlinks within this book are affiliate links for either (a) the Author or (b) someone else 

who is an affiliate for the mentioned products and services (individually and collectively, the 

“Affiliate”). 

 

The Affiliate recommends products and services in this eBook based in part on a good faith 

belief that the purchase of such products or services will help reader in general. The Affiliate 

has this good faith belief because (a) the Affiliate has tried the product or service mentioned 

prior to recommending it or (b) the Affiliate has researched the reputation of the Provider 

and has made the decision to recommend the Provider’s products or services based on the 

Provider’s history of providing these or other products or services. The representations 

made by the Affiliate about products and services reflect the Affiliate‘s honest opinion based 

upon the facts known to the Affiliate at the time this eBook was distributed by the Affiliate.  

Perform your own due diligence before purchasing a product or service mentioned in this 

eBook. 

 

This eBook CAN be given away for free in its’ entirety as long as it remains in its’ original 

format (author’s name included), and has not been changed in any way to include any 

additional information, or link changes.  

 
© Copyright 2013 Melissa Miller 
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The Ultimate Guide to EASY EXTRA INCOME 

Thank you for taking the time to read The Ultimate Guide to Easy Extra Income, 

or as I like to call it, The Ultimate Guide to “FUNd Money”. So what’s FUNd money?  

FUNd money is extra money you can earn quickly and consistently to use for either fun, 

or to add to a fund you’ve set up for some particular reason such as retirement, paying 

for a child’s education, a new home, a new car, a vacation or for something else 

important to you.   

In my case, I needed FUNd money for two things: a retirement account (since 

leaving the Corporate world, I no longer was contributing to an employer’s 401K) and to 

help me pay for my specialty coffee habit.   

I set up an IRA for myself after I stopped working full time.  I was committed to 

adding $200 a month to this account, however, when I set it up, I didn’t really have any 

income coming in.  I figured if I had the pressure to add the money, I would find a way to 

get it. So I needed to come up with ways to find $200 every month to add to this 

account (Note: As of January, 2013, I have accumulated  over $18,000 in this account 

by sticking to my contribution of $200 a month).  In addition, I needed some extra 

money on top of that to help me pay for my specialty coffee habit.  Yes, I am a victim of 

the latte factor, and I had no intention of giving it up (sorry, David Bach, I’ve bought and 

read your books but just can’t cut out that daily Mocha). A  Mocha at Starbucks makes 

me happy.  In fact, I’m writing this right now as I sit in Barnes & Noble sipping my 

grande, nonfat, no-whip Mocha.  I like feeling happy.  End of story. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0767929861?ie=UTF8&tag=nobboo-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0767929861
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I blame Suzie Orman for the reason I felt compelled to set up my IRA instead of 

just relying on my husband’s contribution to his employer’s 401K plan.  I saw Suzie on 

Oprah (for the record—I hardly ever watch daytime television) where she was talking 

about how her grandmother was left by Suzie’s grandfather.  Her grandmother had no 

money of her own.  She believed that her husband would come back to her some day.  

She had nothing.  Suzie was explaining that so many women are left by their 

husbands—either through divorce or death-- and have no money of their own.  I didn’t 

want to be one of those women. 

Let me explain.  I have no reason to believe that my husband and I will get a 

divorce now or ever (Hopefully, we will defy the odds. We made it almost twenty years 

so far!).  I just want to know that in an event, any event, I will have money of my own.  I 

was really not in a position to work outside of the home because of where my children’s 

schools are located, and after school activities, so I had to come up with something from 

home in order to keep the commitment I made to myself of contributing $200 a month to 

the IRA I set up, and affording my specialty coffee habit.   

In this guide, I will tell you three of the ideas I came up with that made me quick 

money to add to my account every month.  You can use my ideas to make less or more 

money depending on your needs.  The good news is, you can earn money starting this 

month, and maybe even today!  In most cases, you don’t need any money to invest.  All 

you need to do is take action.  They worked for me, so I see no reason that they can’t 

work for you.  
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In fact, since these ideas worked so well for me, and family and friends were 

always asking me what I was doing to earn extra money, I decided to write about what I 

was doing online. I learned how to setup a self-hosted Wordpress blog by following an 

online course. I then launched my blog, MyMochaMoney.com, in November, 2008.  

I didn’t set out to make any money with my blog. I was just using it as a way to 

detail all the things I was doing to earn money in my spare time.  I figured if my friends 

and family wanted to know, maybe others would be interested too. 

Over the past three years, I learned a lot about monetizing a blog, providing 

good, quality content to my readers, search engine optimization, video creation, social 

marketing and internet marketing in general. 

I launched other websites, some successful-some not. I wrote on blog networks 

such as Hubpages.com and Squidoo.com. I found that if you provided quality content on 

those blog networks, and monetized them appropriately, you could earn money from 

them too. Needless to say, it was a lot of fun! 

I learned so much about how to rank content on Google’s first page just by doing 

it day in and day out, and learning from those that were successful at it, that I was able 

to start offering my services to business owners in the offline world. 

It happened like this. I had a landscaper fix our backyard fence so we could be 

approved to adopt a rescue dog. While the landscaper was fixing the fence, I checked 

out his website and his ranking on Google (I had found him from a service that lists 

landscapers. He was the third one I called because the other two either didn’t return my 

http://www.mymochamoney.com/
http://www.hubpages.com/
http://www.squidoo.com/
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call, or couldn’t accommodate us until later in the month). While he was working, I made 

him a quick video using Animoto, and a quick Squidoo Lens where I added the video. 

When he was done fixing the fence, and waiting for payment, I showed him the 

Lens and video I made for him.  He was so impressed that he told me he wanted to hire 

me to help him market his business online. I was so excited to actually have someone 

that wanted to hire me! However, here is where it went bad (and then good again). 

The landscaper couldn’t come up with the money to pay me to revamp his 

website. Trust me, I wasn’t asking for much.  In fact, I’m not even going to say how little 

I was charging him. But being in the landscaping business, like any service business in 

a poor economy, can be tough. In addition, he was getting married in a few months and 

every dollar counted. Our relationship ended there. 

A couple of months after that, I received a call from a friend of the landscaper 

who said I was recommended by the landscaper.  Needless to say, I was thrilled. In 

fact, the landscaper raved about what I did for him. The guy on the other end of the 

phone wanted to meet with me to discuss an opportunity to help him with his website 

and some other online marketing initiatives. This relationship went much better than the 

other one! In fact, this guy then went on to recommend me to one of his friends who 

owns a restaurant and bar.  

So far, I’ve gotten all my offline business from referrals and friends. In addition, I 

decided to offer my website building services to a nonprofit organization. The head of 

this organization has been kind enough to refer me to a small business owner with 

whom I work for on occasion.  

http://www.animoto.com/
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All of this started from the three techniques I am sharing with you in this ebook.  

You will be surprised how easy it is to start making the extra FUNd money you need 

today, and who knows where it can lead tomorrow! 
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FUNd MONEY IDEA ONE: Mystery Shopping-It’s NOT a Scam! 

Many people think that advertisements on how to become a secret shopper (or 

mystery shopper as it's sometimes called) are all scams. They think this way because 

either they never heard of this opportunity, or it just sounds way too good to be true; 

after all, who ever heard of getting paid to shop or to eat out as a business?? I'm here to 

tell you that mystery shopping is NOT a scam; it’s a REAL work from home job that 

pays real money.  

I first heard of secret shopping just over ten years ago and have been doing it off 

and on ever since. Secret shoppers are people who visit businesses posing as 

customers, evaluate the service they receive, and complete an evaluation form. 

Business owners and managers use these reports to ensure their employees are 

practicing good selling techniques and providing quality service to their customers.  

Take it from me, it is possible to get paid $10 to $40 an hour or more (I got paid 

$100 to test drive an Audi) just to go to your favorite mall to shop, eat at your favorite 

restaurant, golf at your favorite golf course, or enjoy a movie at your local theater, AND 

get it all for FREE!!!! And, not only get everything for FREE and get a pay check for it, 

but sometimes, someone pays for the gas in your car!  

This is what mystery shopping--an opportunity you can do from home to earn 

your FUNd money-- is all about. I’ve gotten paid to visit banks ($25 for 10 minutes of 

work), restaurants, pet stores, card stores, grocery stores, music stores, airports (I got 

paid $10 per shop to do 15 shops in the Philadelphia airport for a total of $150 for 1 1/2 
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hours of work plus the time it took me to fill out short reports), department stores, 

specialty shops, home improvement outlets and more. I’ve even brought my kids on 

some of my assignments (just ask my son how many lollipops he would eat on the days 

we would go “bank” shopping!). This is the perfect work from home opportunity for 

ANYONE (yes men, you can do it too) looking to earn a little cash (or maybe a lot of 

cash depending on how many shops you want or can do in a day).   

If you work full time, mystery shopping assignments could be completed during 

your lunch hour, after work, or on weekends.  If you are a stay-at-home parent, you can 

complete your assignments whenever you have an opportunity to get out.  Some 

assignments will even let you bring your kids! 

The best way to get started in this business is to first understand what secret 

shopping is all about so you get started on the right foot, and then apply to as many 

mystery shopping companies as possible so you have a better opportunity to get 

selected to do a shop.  

Keep in mind that there should never be a fee to sign up with an individual 

mystery shopping company.  However, there are some good websites out there that 

may charge a one-time fee to have access to all of their resources, such as this Get 

Paid to Shop website.  This website provides valuable information to anyone starting out 

in the business and is not a scam.  Again, what you want to look out for are the 

individual "mystery shopping" companies that charge a fee to sign up with them.  A 

secret shopper website that charges a fee to access their resources that includes a list 

of hundreds of mystery shopping companies, articles, tips, and more, is OK. 

http://mymochamoney.linktrackr.com/mysteryshopping
http://mymochamoney.linktrackr.com/mysteryshopping
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However, you do not need to sign up with this mystery shopping resource to 

begin mystery shopping (I just want to make that clear:) 

Another resource you should check out is Volition.com.  There you will find a 

listing of secret shopping companies from A to Z as well as demos & merchandising 

companies you can apply to—all for free!  This website is what I used in the beginning. 

Volition also has other opportunities to get paid such as getting paid to take 

surveys, getting paid to surf the internet, etc.  I have no experience with these types of 

programs so therefore I can’t recommend them.  So proceed with caution if you are 

going to try any of those other methods of making FUNd money.  

Another website to check out is http://www.mysteryshop.org/ which is the website 

of the Mystery Shopping Providers Association (MSPA). The MSPA is the largest 

professional trade association dedicated to improving service quality using anonymous 

resources. With over 150 member companies worldwide, their diverse membership 

includes marketing research and merchandising companies, private investigation firms, 

training organizations and companies that specialize in providing mystery shopping 

services.  

Through MSPA, you can learn more about mystery shopping, search for jobs, 

and learn how you can become a certified shopper.  I'm a Silver certified shopper. The 

next level would be a Gold certified shopper.  You do not need either one of these 

certifications to be a mystery shopper.  However, it may give you an edge with some 

companies.  You can read more about the certification process on the Mystery 

Shopping Providers Association website. 

http://www.volition.com/
http://www.mysteryshop.org/
http://mysteryshop.org/shopper
http://mysteryshop.org/shopper
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When first starting out as a secret shopper, be prepared to accept some low- 

paying jobs. It’s important to just get out there and get your feet wet. It's a great way to 

become familiar with mystery shopping procedures and writing reports. These 

assignments may be fast-food shops as they tend to be lower paying, however you will 

be reimbursed for your meal, and you can probably bring the kids! 

If you are still skeptical, feel free to email me. I don't mind helping others with this 

very cool income opportunity! 

Here is a sampling of mystery shopping offers that landed in my inbox over a 2-

day period: 

 

However, just because I was offered these jobs, doesn’t mean they’re mine if I 

want them.  I have to follow a link (usually) within the email to respond to the offer.  If 

someone else responds first, then they may get the offer.  I have to add, I never had a 

problem getting mystery shopping assignments.  Check your email often (especially 

mailto:mymochamoney@comcast.net
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early in the morning), be a good worker which means complete assignments on time, 

give a lot of detail, and be available to accept assignments. If you live near a major city, 

you will obviously have more of an opportunity to get offered more mystery shop 

assignments than someone living in a rural area.  I live about 26 miles outside of 

Philadelphia but never take assignments in the city.  All of the offers I receive are for 

smaller cities and towns in the suburbs outside of Philadelphia. 

Here’s one more screen shot.  This is the number of assignments emailed to me 

in a six month period and kept in my Mystery Shopping folder in my email account: 

 

As you can see, one more job offer came in since I added this second 

screenshot!  See?  Not a scam!  I was offered 1,999 mystery shopping jobs in this six-

month period.  That’s approximately ten potential job assignments every day.  Let’s play 

a game for minute…if I only took five of the ten jobs each day and they each paid only 

$7 (that’s the very low end of the pay scale), you would earn $35 per day and over 
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$1,000 per month.  That’s a lot of Mochas! Check mystery shopping out for yourself; it’s 

a lot of fun and can potentially be very lucrative! 
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FUNd MONEY IDEA TWO: Ebay Arbitrage Selling- 

Learn What to Sell For Quick Profits 

 

Since writing this section, it has since been picked up by Steve Weber and 

published in his book, Barcode Booty: How I found and sold $2 million of ‘junk’ on eBay 

and Amazon, and you can, too, using your phone which I highly recommend.  Not 

because I have a chapter in his book, but because he shows you how to profit from 

finding low-priced items in stores you already visit, and selling them on Amazon and/or 

eBay. 

 Now I know what you’re thinking.  Every one suggests selling on eBay to make 

extra money.  You’re right!  That’s because it’s one of the easiest ways to earn FUNd 

money and to earn it fast.  In fact, if you list something today on eBay and run a seven 

day auction, chances are you’ll sell your item (if your auction is set up the right way and 

you have items people actually want) and have money in your PayPal account by next 

week.  

I’m assuming you know a little about eBay, and have a PayPal account.  I’m not 

going to teach you how to setup an eBay account because there are plenty of resources 

online that can show you.  If you don’t have a PayPal account, just go to PayPal.com 

and set one up.  It’s easy.  You’ll need a bank account and a credit card in order to do 

so.  It’s not absolutely necessary to have a PayPal account, because you can accept 

checks from buyers on eBay, but it will definitely handicap you by not having a PayPal 

account.   

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1936560062/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=nobboo-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1936560062%22%3eBarcode%20Booty:%20How%20I%20found%20and%20sold%20$2%20million%20of%20'junk'%20on%20eBay%20and%20Amazon,%20And%20you%20can,%20too,%20using%20your%20phone
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1936560062/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=nobboo-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1936560062%22%3eBarcode%20Booty:%20How%20I%20found%20and%20sold%20$2%20million%20of%20'junk'%20on%20eBay%20and%20Amazon,%20And%20you%20can,%20too,%20using%20your%20phone
http://www.paypal.com/
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What I want to concentrate on in this section is WHAT to sell on eBay and how to 

find items to list.  Obviously there are many things you can sell, but you want to know 

what products will absolutely bring you a profit. 

One of my favorite activities is eBay arbitrage selling!  According to Wikipedia, in 

economics and finance, the definition of arbitrage is the practice of taking advantage of 

a price differential between two or more markets: striking a combination of matching 

deals that capitalize upon the imbalance, the profit being the difference between the 

market prices. 

I practice arbitrage all the time. In fact, it’s not that difficult if you know the right 

places to search for items you can purchase at a reasonable price, and sell them for a 

reasonable profit.  Arbitrage is fun! 

I personally like to check out Slickdeals.net and hang out in their Hot Deals 

Forum. That’s where all the hot deals are posted by a community of like-minded deal 

seekers. Others vote on the deals by giving the topic a “thumbs up” or a “thumbs down.” 

I scan the topics with the most thumbs up, and read them first (you can even setup a 

“Deal Alert.” For instance, I have one setup to alert me when Amazon is mentioned and 

the deal has received five “thumbs up.” I receive an email when my criteria have been 

met.) However, don’t discount the items without any “thumbs” because they can just be 

topics of not much interest to the majority of people, or they’re newly posted.  

Once I found a deal for Tony Hawk helmet cameras. This product was a very 

cool, little camera that fits on a sports helmet. It was great for skateboarders, bike 

riders, skiers, and other thrill seekers. Someone on Slickdeals found them at an online 

http://www.slickdeals.net/
http://slickdeals.net/forums/dealalerts.php
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store for $19.99 and listed it on the Hot Deals Forum. Sellers on Amazon were selling 

them anywhere from $60-$80. I purchased as many as I could from this online source, 

and even purchased them at $29.99 at another online source and turned around and 

sold them on Amazon and eBay. I made almost $3,000 from this one product in just two 

weeks (I have to add that it was the Holiday season so obviously that helped). 

I also subscribe to Deal Alerts from DealCatcher.com. You enter keywords of 

either products or stores with deals or sales for which you would like to be alerted. You 

will receive an email that informs you of these deals. 

I once received a Deal Alert from DealCatcher that let me know about a deal 

from Buy.com since Buy.com is one of my keywords. Buy.com had a digital photo 

converter from Hammacher Schlemmer for $50 (at the time, this product had a retail 

price of up to $200). I did a quick search on eBay to see the average price for which 

they were selling, and an advanced search informed me that I could sell them and make 

a profit. I bought four. I sold all four with a reasonable profit. Better yet, the auctions 

attracted decent traffic so everyone that looked at my auctions, also got to see a link 

from my auction to my About Me Page on eBay where I advertise my websites, 

MyMochaMoney.com, EasyThingsToSell.com, plus other links to articles and posts I’ve 

written.   

Your About Me Page on eBay is an excellent tool to drive traffic to something 

else you want people to see, like a blog or a website where you’re selling physical 

items, affiliate products, or something else that makes you money. 

http://www.dealcatcher.com/
http://members.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewUserPage&userid=theuptownboutique
http://www.mymochamoney.com/
http://www.easythingstosell.com/
http://members.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewUserPage&userid=mymochamoney
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Craigslist is also a great place to look for items that you can resell either on or 

offline. You can look for items in the “free” section under the “For Sale” category for 

items that people are just looking to get rid of. A lot of these items are leftovers from 

garage sales. I’ve picked up books in the past advertised in the free section of 

Craigslist, and then sold them on Amazon. I’ve also bought books under the “books” 

category and sold them on Amazon for a nice profit. If they can’t be sold individually at a 

decent profit, then I’ll group them together if they’re of the same category such as self-

help, health, or business, and then sell them on eBay. 

There are so many places to look for deals, the list is endless! A few years back, 

I would wait for my local Michaels craft store to advertise a 50% off coupon in their 

weekly flyer (they often offered 50% off one item coupons), and I would use the coupon 

to purchase a Sizzix personal die-cutting machine. They retailed for $80. I would then 

sell the machine on eBay and consistently make a $20 plus profit. I know that doesn’t 

sound like a lot, but I would buy extra Sunday papers for that one coupon and visit all 

my local Michaels stores to purchase several of those Sizzix machines! I could only buy 

one per store per day, so I would have to go back consecutive days to purchase them.  

Luckily, I didn’t live far from a few Michaels stores.  My eBay auction was already 

written, so all I would have to do would be to relist the machines, and when they sold–

ship them out! An extra $100 per week for visiting my favorite craft store doesn’t seem 

like work, does it?! 

Any retail store advertising a sale, or has a regular clearance rack, is a potential 

arbitrage situation for which you can take advantage. Even Target has permanent 

clearance shelves near their electronics section. They are usually located at the end of 

http://www.craigslist.net/
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an aisle facing a back wall–at least they are at the three Targets near me. You can 

check every week to see what’s new on these shelves. 

A great smart phone app you can download for checking prices of products on 

Amazon to determine if it would be profitable for you to purchase and resell and item, is 

Don’t forget to take advantage of any coupons both on and offline. Often you can 

combine coupons with the sales price and get some fabulous deals! I once found an 

incredible deal on a Sansa Zune at Sears by combining a coupon with an in-store sale. 

In addition, they price matched an online price from Costco.com. The color Zune that 

Sears was offering was actually a more expensive, and more popular color Zune than 

the one on Costco.com (Costco.com didn’t have the popular one in stock). I don’t know 

if it was a mistake or not, but Sears did the price match. I bought the Zune and sold it on 

eBay making a tidy profit. 

Besides eBay, there are also many other places to sell your finds to make FUNd 

money profits.  Places such as Craigslist, eBay, Amazon, Half.com, your local 

Cheapcycle Group if your area has one. You can also advertise what you find on 

Facebook or Twitter. Arrange payment through PayPal which is a safer way to do a 

transaction. 

I once bought a couple of Guitar Hero World Tour bundles from an online retailer 

who was offering a major discount. It was during the Holiday season, and I knew Guitar 

Hero was popular and at the time, hard for retailers to keep in stock. I was shopping at 

my local Best Buy store talking to someone in customer service when I heard a woman 

ask another customer service representative if she knew where she could get a Guitar 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Cheapcycle_Groups/
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Hero World Tour bundle (I’m not making this up—it’s a true story)! I spoke right up and 

told her that I had one. We arranged to meet the next day at a local Starbucks (go 

figure) where she paid me cash, and I gave her the Guitar Hero. I was thrilled because it 

saved me a lot of time; my buyer basically came to me without me having to do 

anything! I sold the other one on eBay. 

Do you live near an outlet center?  Usually outlet centers have at least a few 

designer brand stores located in them such as Coach, Michael Kors, Ralph Lauren, 

Tommy Hilfiger and more.  These stores offer great products to resell on eBay.  

Especially when they go on sale!   

I would wait for Coach to offer a sale on products that were already marked 

down.  I wouldn’t buy a purse unless it was already marked down, plus on sale for at 

least 40% off the marked down price.  That was my rule that I stuck by and it seemed to 

work.  I would buy two or three purses and sell them on eBay.  I would even start my 

auctions at $.99 because I was so confident that I would make my money back PLUS 

turn a profit.  It worked almost every time.  That’s right—ALMOST every time.  Nothing 

works 100% every time!  The good news is, I never lost money.  It’s all just a learning 

process. 

A great resource for everything and anything on eBay is Jim Cockrum.  I think 

I’ve learned everything from Jim when I first started selling on eBay.  Maybe you’ve 

heard of him.  He wrote one of the bestselling eBooks of all time, “The Silent Sales 

Machine ” which I purchased and read many, many, times! Since I first bought it, it has 

been updated I believe six times! Jim also runs a great membership site called My 

http://0680ehe7qiwip5tnqfjiyil8gz.hop.clickbank.net/?tid=SILENTSALES
http://0680ehe7qiwip5tnqfjiyil8gz.hop.clickbank.net/?tid=SILENTSALES
http://www.mysilentteam.com/index.cfm?affID=firstteam
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Silent Team that consists of a community of internet and eBay experts.  They share 

their successes with members through articles, ebooks, tips and more. This is a paid 

membership site that in my personal opinion is well worth the price if you are someone 

looking to have success on eBay or with some type of internet venture.  

I was a member of My Silent Team for many, many months and only stopped my 

membership because of my busy schedule and not being able to take full advantage of 

everything that this site has to offer. In the time I was a member, I took full advantage of 

the Bonus area and was able to freely download many ebooks from people who have 

had success selling on eBay and Amazon, and promoting different products and 

services online. 

Anyway, I could go on and on. I’m a big fan of arbitrage and have great fun 

finding things at great prices, and selling them for a profit. There’s plenty of room for all 

of us to do this because the products and places to find them are endless. It’s a great 

way to earn some extra FUNd money and I guess if you’re really good and have a lot of 

time to dedicate to it–a lot of cash! I could write an entire book on this topic (and maybe 

I just will), or start a new blog on arbitrage, but I’ll end this section here. Just be sure to 

check out my website, EasyThingsToSell.com where I share my ideas on new and easy 

things to sell on eBay. 

 

 

 

http://www.mysilentteam.com/index.cfm?affID=firstteam
http://www.easythingstosell.com/
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FUNd MONEY IDEA THREE: Selling Used Books &  

Products On Amazon.com 

 

I first got the idea to sell used books online from an article I read in 

Entrepreneur’s 2007 eBay Startup Guide. The person interviewed for this article 

explained how he quit his full-time job in just a short few months to sell books online. 

The article also explained how he went on to write a book about his experience selling 

used books online, so I bought it-as well as two other books so I could fully understand 

what it takes to make money  selling books on the internet. 

The first thing I did was to look around my house at all the books I accumulated 

over the years and thought could make me a few extra dollars by selling them on 

Amazon. I had a lot of business books to sell. I already knew how to sell different items 

on eBay and felt comfortable in that “environment,” however I was intrigued about the 

opportunity to sell books on Amazon because of the apparent ease at listing them. 

I had a good number of books and knew that it could take me a long time to take 

pictures and write descriptions of all the books I had to sell if I was going to list them on 

eBay. However, as I soon found out  Amazon’s catalog of books, videos, DVD’s etc. is 

so extensive I knew I could list my own inventory in very little time. As a busy Mom of 

two children, I liked that part! 

 I also learned that eBay has its’ own catalog of books and media products that 

doesn’t require you to take pictures of your items, but their catalog isn’t nearly as 

extensive as Amazon’s.  At this time, I decided to move forward with listing my books on 



Copyright ©2013 MyMochaMoney.com All Rights Reserved Page 23 
 

Amazon.  In addition, I bought three books from Amazon’s website about selling books 

online so I could learn all there was to learn about the “business.” I enjoyed all three 

books because I learned different things from each one of them.  The following are the 

three books I purchased: 

 The Home-Based Bookstore: Start Your Own Business Selling Used Books on 

Amazon, eBay or Your Own Web Site 

 How to Sell Books on Amazon: The Stay-at-home Mom’s Secret Step-by-step 

Guide to Selling Used Books on Amazon 

 Selling Used Books Online: The Complete Guide to Bookselling at Amazon’s 

Marketplace and Other Online Sites 

REGISTERING FOR AN AMAZON.COM’S PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

If you want to sell on Amazon, the very first thing you will need to do is register for an 

Amazon Payments account. You can’t sell or get paid by Amazon without an Amazon 

Payments account. The application is easy and only takes minutes to complete. Be sure 

to have a check handy if you want your funds deposited directly into your bank account. 

Amazon Payments is convenient. When you’re paid via Amazon Payments, there’s no 

need for you to do anything but ship your item. Amazon.com deposits the buyer’s 

money into your Amazon account and notifies you via e-mail. In addition, Amazon 

collects the shipping fee from the buyer and this is included in what is deposited to your 

account (less Amazon’s small commission). Funds in your Amazon account are 

deposited directly into your bank account every two weeks, or you can go into your 

account and transfer your funds at anytime. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0977240606?ie=UTF8&tag=nobboo-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=0977240606
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0977240606?ie=UTF8&tag=nobboo-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=0977240606
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000NRJG0K?ie=UTF8&tag=nobboo-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=B000NRJG0K
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000NRJG0K?ie=UTF8&tag=nobboo-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=B000NRJG0K
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0971577838?ie=UTF8&tag=nobboo-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=0971577838
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0971577838?ie=UTF8&tag=nobboo-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=0971577838
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/104-0330152-1562369?ie=UTF8&nodeId=1161256
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WHERE TO GET BOOKS TO SELL 

Everyone wants to know where to get good books to re-sell on Amazon (or 

eBay). And like other book sellers, I won’t give away all of my secrets! However Frank 

Florence does!  He created an ebook called, “Creative Sourcing for Booksellers” that 

gives away his book sourcing secrets.  If you want to get a head start in the book selling 

business, Frank’s book is a must read.  Whereas a lot of books out there concentrate on 

how to setup your book selling business on Amazon, and just touch upon where to find 

books, “Creative Sourcing for Booksellers” is your bible to finding books to sell.  Without 

inventory, you have no business, right? 

Below is just a short list of the places I visit on a regular basis to find my inventory.  

It’s nothing like what Frank tells you about in his book, however, it’s a start.  Obviously 

you want to get books either at no cost or for very little money. I started by selling the 

books on my bookshelf. Good sources of inexpensive books include: 

 Goodwill  

 Thrift Stores  

 Craigslist 

 Family/Friends  

 Ebay  

 Friends of Library Sales  

 Ongoing Library Sales (these are usually in a separate room in a library) 

http://creativebooksourcing.com/?id=mackmil1
http://creativebooksourcing.com/?id=mackmil1
http://www.craigslist.org/
http://www.ebay.com/
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WHAT TYPES OF BOOKS TO SELL 

There are many different types of books you can sell. You can specialize in one 

or more niches, or you can sell all different kinds of books. I suggest when you first start 

selling books, to sell whatever you can. Once you get some experience, you may at that 

time decide to specialize. It’s also acceptable to take smaller profits in the beginning. 

Basically, don’t be too picky; sell what you can to start seeing a profit. It’s important to 

have some success from the beginning–this will get you excited to keep going! 

Here’s a small list of the types of books you may want to sell: 

 Books that were popular but are now out of print  

 Niche subject books, and dvd’s and videos (I stick to self-help videos or video 

courses) 

 Some cookbooks (old Betty Crocker cookbooks, some special edition Southern 

Living cookbooks)  

 Some audio and DVD special sets such as motivational or self-improvement 

series  

 Some children’s books  

 Recent text books (and I stress RECENT) 

With all of these subjects, you still need to check what the going used price is on 

Amazon which brings me to my next subject: 
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LISTING ITEMS FOR SALE 

The next thing you do is search for the item on Amazon.com that you want to sell 

and click the Sell Yours Here button. Make sure you have the correct product; one title 

can have several editions or formats. You can search for the title you want to sell, or 

you can search for the 10-digit ISBN number located on the back or on the inside of 

your book (you can also use an ASIN or UPC identifier to sell your item). If you are just 

searching for the title of the book, be careful that you have the appropriate copyright 

year as many books have several. 

The best thing about listing items for sale on Amazon is that it’s free! You only 

pay a small commission to Amazon once your item is sold. Amazon takes their 

commission automatically and all that you have to do is ship your item to the buyer. 

If you have lots to sell, then you’ll want to check out Amazon’s Pro Merchant 

Subscription. This is great for sellers that expect to sell more than 40 books per month 

because the subscription costs $39.99 per month. With this subscription, Amazon 

waives the $.99 per transaction fee.  Also, if you want to streamline your book selling 

business even more, you can look into Amazon’s FBA Program (Fulfillment By 

Amazon).  I posted information about this program on my blog.  You can read it HERE. 

BOOK HUNTING TOOLS 

I used to use a Sprint Palm Pre phone when I was book hunting. I now use a 

Samsung Galaxy II with Amazon price checking apps called Book Bandit and Profit 

Bandit by First Light Apps. They aren’t free apps but they’re relatively inexpensive to 

purchase.  You can read more about these apps on MyMochaMoney.com here. A smart 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/104-0330152-1562369?ie=UTF8&nodeId=1161306
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/104-0330152-1562369?ie=UTF8&nodeId=1161306
http://www.mymochamoney.com/2785/selling-used-books-on-amazon-com-just-got-easier/
http://www.mymochamoney.com/
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phone is invaluable, and will definitely pay for itself. I can’t tell you how much money I’ve 

saved by checking the prices of books before I buy them. In fact, I was once book 

hunting and I came across an older children’s book. I wasn’t sure what it would be worth 

as I am still honing my skills in the children’s book arena. I used my phone to look up 

the book on Amazon and found that the book is listed used for over $100. Another 

children’s book I had in my hand was listed used at $.47. Guess which one I kept? 

Some book hunters use scanners that scan a book’s ISBN number to see what 

the book is selling for on Amazon.com.  I no longer use a handheld scanner because of 

the apps I have on my Samsung Galaxy.  ASellerTool.com is the company with a book 

scouting tool to be used with a PDA and a scanner.  You can learn about 

ASellerTool.com and what it can do in my post on MyMochaMoney.com titled, “Use This 

Tool To Make Money Selling Books, DVD’s & CD’s!”  

Amazon requires you to send out your packages within two days or risk being de-

listed as a seller. It’s very important to adhere to this rule and package your book 

appropriately. I sometimes use large manila envelopes that you can buy at any office 

supply store like Staples, OfficeMax, or Office Depot. I believe they are around $14 or 

so for a pack of 100. I do not buy specialized bubble wrap envelopes–that’s just me. I 

wrap my books with my own bubble wrap that I can get for free (You would be amazed 

what you can get for free just by asking around!). 

One of my methods for getting free packing material is to go to my local large 

furniture retailer and knock on the back door at the loading dock.  Right inside the door 

http://www.asellertool.com/
http://www.mymochamoney.com/1354/use-this-tool-to-make-money-selling-books-dvds-cds/
http://www.mymochamoney.com/1354/use-this-tool-to-make-money-selling-books-dvds-cds/
http://www.123print.com/Envelopes
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is a trash can where they stuff all their packing material they’re throwing away.  They 

don’t mind at all when I ask if I can have it. 

I know it’s faster to put a book in a padded envelope, but I’m saving money by 

wrapping the book myself. Yes, it takes a couple of minutes more, but every little bit 

adds up in the beginning of your book selling career. To cut costs even further, you can 

use brown craft paper instead of a manila envelope.  You can buy a large roll at any 

craft or office supply store.  Wrap your book first in the bubble wrap, then in the craft 

paper. Viola! You’re good to go.  With these two shipping methods, I’ve never had a 

complaint and at the time of this writing, I have a 100% rating over a 365-day period on 

Amazon. 

Another reason to make your customers happy is that they have the option of 

leaving feedback about their experience buying from you. But unlike eBay, sellers don’t 

leave feedback for buyers. Not everyone leaves feedback. In fact, just a small 

percentage of customers leave feedback. However, when I was first starting out, I didn’t 

find that having no feedback was necessarily a bad thing. If you have a book someone 

wants and you don’t have much competition, chances are you’ll sell the book. However, 

if you have the same price and a book is in the same condition as someone else’s book, 

feedback could play a role in whether someone chooses to buy from you. 

When you first start out, taking a package or two to the post office won’t be a big 

deal. However, if you start to sell a lot of books and have a need to visit the post office 

on a daily basis like I do, you may want to invest in a postage service like Endicia or 

stamps.com. I’ve used both and either one will get the job done. 

https://referrals.dymoendicia.com/65fojrA
http://www.stamps.com/


Copyright ©2013 MyMochaMoney.com All Rights Reserved Page 29 
 

Endicia’s premium service cost is $15.95 a month at the time I’m writing this 

(plus, you can try it free for 30 days), and Stamps.com’s basic plan cost is $15.99 a 

month. With both services, you can print postage directly from your computer, place 

them on your packages, and take them to the post office. All you have to do is take 

them directly to the counter and drop them off. The cool part is, you don’t have to wait in 

line with your packages anymore! I use a small scale to weigh my packages that was 

given to me by a mystery shopping company to evaluate a very well-known coffee 

retailer’s drinks.  Yes, your specialty coffee drinks adhere to a strict weight criteria! (I 

can just pick up a tall Mocha now and instinctively know whether or not it weighs too 

much or too little. Too much mystery shopping makes you too “aware.” It becomes a 

curse! Just kidding!) 

If you have a lot of packages, your local post office will usually have a side door 

to receive packages. It’s good to get to know the postal workers at your local post office. 

They are very helpful and they like receiving your items! 

In Conclusion, I hope you enjoyed this overview on how to sell books on 

Amazon.com. If this work from home opportunity interests you, I highly recommend 

reading the books I previously listed, as well as Frank Florence’s “Creative Sourcing For 

Booksellers.”  They will help you avoid making mistakes in the beginning, and can help 

save you a lot of time and money. 

 

 

 

http://creativebooksourcing.com/?id=mackmil1
http://creativebooksourcing.com/?id=mackmil1
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Conclusion 

I hope you liked these easy FUNd money ideas.  If you want more ideas and 

suggestions on how to earn extra FUNd money in your spare time, visit 

MyMochaMoney.com on a regular basis and subscribe to the newsletter if you haven’t 

already.  I’m always adding new things to the blog that hopefully spark your own 

imagination and ideas.  Really, the possibilities are endless! All you need is a little 

creativity, a lot of desire, and a bit of energy to make it happen! 

If you have your own FUNd money suggestions or ideas that you’ve tried and 

want to share, please email me at mymochamoney@comcast.net.  I’d love to hear 

them! 

 

http://www.mymochamoney.com/
mailto:mymochamoney@comcast.net

